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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND SHOTWICK PARK PARISH 
COUNCIL held on 6 December 2010 at the Vernon Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance: Councillor Mrs K Ford 
 Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey (Homewatch Chairman) 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason, Cheshire Constabulary 
 Cheshire West and Chester Councillor Brian Crowe 
 Bob Salisbury, Internal Auditor 
 
255. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 
256. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
257. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That subject to the following amendment the Minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on 4 October 2010 be confirmed as a correct record: 
 
 Minute No. 244 - All Saints Church Re-roofing 
 Second Paragraph add not in front of use. 
 
258. POLICE/HOMEWATCH 
 

(a) Police 
 
 PCSO Wendy Leason informed that it had been a quiet month with only 

four antisocial behavioural incidents in Saughall being reported to the 
Police.  Two had related to bonfires and the other two had related to 
snowballs.  There had also been two incidents of criminal damage.  A 
windscreen had been smashed and there had been a shed fire. 

 
 PCSO Leason informed that her priority was to provide high visibility police 

patrols.  She also told Members that there had been a number of thefts 
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from vehicles in the local area and warned them not to leave any valuables 
in their cars. 

 
 The Youth Club would be visited by PCSO Leason the following day when 

she would introduce herself.  Recently she had been in attendance at the 
school at the beginning and end of school days to discourage dangerous 
parking. 

 
 PCSO Leason also warned about keeping anything valuable in sheds and 

asked Members whether they were receiving their weekly newsletter.  She 
would ensure those who were not in receipt of the newsletter received one 
by email in future. 

 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the report be received; and  
 
(2) PCSO Leason be thanked for her attendance at the meeting. 

 
(b) Police Question Time 
 
 The Clerk reported that Police Question Time was scheduled for 7:00pm 

on Thursday, 20 January 2011 at St Mary’s Centre, Off Castle Street, 
Chester, CH1 2DW.  The Council was requested to decide who would 
represent it at this event.  Also, if the Council wished to put a question to 
the Divisional Commander the deadline for receipt was Monday, 10 
January 2011. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) The Council be represented at Police Question Time by Councillors WI 
Humphrey and A Warrington; and 

 
(2) The Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire Constabulary that the 

Council wishes to ask the following question: 
 
 “This Parish Council has entered into a three year contract (from 1 April 

2010 to 31 March 2013 with the Constabulary to provide and fund 
jointly a dedicated PCSO post in Saughall.  What plans do you have to 
provide a dedicated PSCO for Saughall from 1 April 2013?” 

 
(c) Hand Bag Bells 
 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar informed that the Crime Prevention Panel had 

not provided any funding to assist this initiative.  It was reported that the 
Constabulary was giving hand bag bells away free.  Councillor Mrs JE 
Storrar informed she would obtain some from Shop Mobility and take them 
to the Golden Link. 
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(d) Homewatch 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey, in his capacity as Homewatch Chairman, detailed 

low level crime and anti-social activity that had taken place over the last 
few weeks in the village.  This included: 

 
• complaints about people representing the Deaf Charity knocking on 

doors without appropriate identification; and 
• the 50 yards of perimeter fence at the Wain House development had 

been blown down by the wind.  Seddons’ head office had been 
informed.  Nothing had been stolen over night. 

 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That Councillor WI Humphrey be thanked for his informative report. 
 
(e) Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young informed that she had forgotten to bring the 

Committee’s Finance Report to the meeting.  However, she reported that 
the Committee currently had approximately £1000 of grant left in the bank.  
It had the funding and volunteers necessary in order to run a Summer 
School in 2011.  It would be necessary to employ a Play Leader for this 
event.   

 
 On 17 December 2010 the Team had arranged a Quiz Night and Fish and 

Chip Supper and the money raised from this event would help to fund the 
Summer School. 

 
 The Team was hoping to attract more volunteers.  It had helped to tidy up 

the Golden Jubilee Park on Saturday, 23 October 2010 (Minute No. 241 (b) 
refers) and had agreed to review dog fouling signage.  The Team was very 
open to requests to take on projects that fell within its remit. 

 
 Councillor RA Storrar informed that as a Cheshire West and Chester 

Council Member he would look sympathetically on a request for funding 
from his Ward Fund to assist the Summer School, providing it was made 
before May 2011 and he still had some funding available. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 
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259. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Minutes of the meetings of the following Committees be received and 
the recommendations therein be considered further as the items they refer 
to are reached later on the agenda: 

 
• Planning Committee held on 1 November 2010; and 
• Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 18 November 2010;  

and 
 
(2) the following recommendation of the Committee be endorsed: 
 
 “That the Council be RECOMMENDED to make no changes to its Risk 

Management Plan at the present time and carry out a further review in 
twelve months time.”  (Minute No. 46/2010 refers) 

 
260. COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW (CSR) – IMPLICATIONS TO 

CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL AND SAUGHALL AND 
SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 The Council considered the following recommendation put forward by the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee at its last meeting held on 18 
November 2010: 

 
 “That the Council be RECOMMENDED to publicise and hold another open 

meeting in 2011, when hopefully the weather is warmer and more people 
might attend.”  (Minute No. 44/2010 refers) 

 
 Members were aware that it was very important to involve parishioners in 

issues facing the Council and agreed that open meetings should be held in 
order to do this.  The turn out of the last meeting, held for this purpose, on 1 
November 2010 (so that parishioners could express their views and explore 
ideas, in the light of the CSR announced on 20 October 2010, on how their 
local community should be run, how services traditionally provided by Councils 
should be delivered in future, considering street litter picking in particular, and 
on the “Big Society” that was expected to take power away from politicians 
and give it to the people) had been disappointing this time but this could have 
been because of the cold, wet weather. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the comments made be noted and this item be not included on the next 

Council agenda. 
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261. CHAIRMAN’S MONTHLY REPORT 
 
 The Chairman read out a letter dated 6 December 2010 from Councillor Mrs 

HL Thorniley-Jones tendering her resignation due to personal circumstances. 
 
 The Clerk had informed the Chairman that as Mrs Thorniley-Jones’ resignation 

had been received within six months before the ordinary day of retirement of 
the Council, in accordance with the relevant legislation, she would not be 
declaring a casual vacancy and the Council would operate with 13 Members 
until after the Parish Council’s elections on Thursday, 5 May 2011. 

 
 Members also discussed problems and complaints associated with the recent 

cold snap and roads and pavements not being gritted.  It was reported that 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s website made reference to gritting being 
carried out on demand.  This involved registering on the website and being 
placed on a list.  Concerns were also raised over the Co-op Stores car park 
being very icy and slippery, making it difficult for shoppers to access the shop.  
The Co-op’s Manchester office was being contacted regarding this. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) Councillor Mrs HL Thorniley-Jones’ resignation be accepted; 
 
(2) the Clerk be requested to reply  to Mrs Thorniley-Jones’ letter, accepting 

her resignation and informing her that Members regretted the 
circumstances that had led to her decision to resign;  and 

 
(3) Councillor RA Storrar be requested to speak to the Area Engineer about 

the possibility of Saughall being supplied with grit to be used on pavements 
during icy conditions. 

 
262. PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES 
 

(a) Surgery held on Saturday, 4 December 2010 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar had presided over the Parish Council Surgery held 

outside of the Co-op Stores.  Issues raised at his Surgery included the 
following: 

 
• the Greyhound Public House closure and when it was likely to reopen; 
• potholes on the Ridings Estate; 
• pavement by the All Saints Primary School; 
• complaints about banners – Farmers’ market and Slimming Club.  If 

they were to remain there permanently they would require planning 
permission; and 

• the inconvenience of not being able to pay water rates at Saughall’s 
Post Office. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents of the report be noted. 
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(b) Surgery to be held on Saturday, 8 January 2011 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That Councillor Mrs D Whitton be requested to preside over the next Parish 

Council Surgery scheduled for Saturday, 8 January 2011 to be held outside 
of the Co-op Store between 10:00am and 10:45am. 

 
263. STREETSCENE  
 
 It was known that Mike Solari, Streetscene Development Team Leader, 

Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) Council had been tasked with looking 
into the Council’s request for additional hours for its street orderly grant.  No 
progress had been made and it was suspected that the Council was wasting 
its time trying to pursue this any further. 

 
 Councillor B Kerr presented the same report on Streetscene Standards that he 

had made to the Finance and General Purposes Committee at its meeting on 
18 November 2010 when the Budget was being considered (Minute No. 
50/2010 refers).  Streetscene officers had met with him twice to discuss, in 
detail, the actual interpretation and application of the service standards as 
they applied to Saughall.  These meetings had also provided an opportunity to 
discuss and agree minor amendments to the local street cleansing service 
delivery and negotiate any chargeable enhancements.  Councillor Kerr had 
taken the opportunity to familiarise officers with the lay out of the village and to 
draw their attention to “hot spots” and reported that they had been very 
impressed with the standard currently maintained, as there had been very little 
litter to be seen when they had visited the village. 

 
 Councillor Kerr informed of the frequency of the litter picking service that 

CWAC Council was proposing to provide.  The roads in the village that would 
get the least attention were in fact the ones that were the biggest problem 
because motorists did throw litter from their vehicles.  He had spoken to the 
Parish Council’s current litter picking contractor (Roy Hipkiss) who had 
confirmed this.  Therefore, Councillor Kerr proposed that the main arterial 
roads of the village be visited by the Parish Council’s contractor once a week.  
The housing areas would be delittered once a fortnight by CWAC Council so 
Councillor Kerr proposed that the Parish Council put no other delittering 
arrangements in place for these areas.  As the litter picking arrangements 
were new and may need reviewing and revising, so that the two Councils’ 
delittering arrangements complimented each other rather than providing 
duplication, Councillor Kerr proposed that a temporary litter picking contract be 
drawn up with Mr Hipkiss to run from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012. 

 
 As a consequence the Finance and General Purposes Committee had 

resolved: 
 
 “That Council be RECOMMENDED to agree to Councillor Kerr’s proposals as 

detailed above.” 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the above recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee be endorsed. 
 
264. DRAFT REPORT - SCRUTINY REVIEW OF CHESHIRE WEST AND 

CHESTER COUNCIL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH LOCAL COUNCILS 
 
 Members considered a letter from Cheshire West and Chester Councillor 

Andrew Dawson, Chairman of his Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
dated 19 November 2010 that referred to a draft report available on the 
principal authority’s website which the Clerk had down loaded and sent to 
those Members who had email.  The report was concerned with the principal 
authority’s relationship with local councils and contained 13 recommendations.  
A summary of them is as follows: 

 
 “Recommendation 1 
 That the Executive publish year on year the Domesday Book for our Local 

Councils which in addition to stating the precept raised and the Council Tax 
charged per Band D property should include such other data such as precept 
raised per head of population and other data which would assist in 
understanding our Local Councils, promoting good practice by and with them, 
assist in partnership and locality working, the efficient provisioning of services 
and the minimisation of overheads. It is recommended that the Domesday 
Book be published electronically in a format that readily permits the data 
presented to be searched, sorted and manipulated by all. It is further 
recommended that the report include an executive summary, populated with 
readily intelligible tables permitting a ready understanding of the data. It is 
recommended that the Domesday Book be confined simply to matters of 
readily ascertainable fact and that each Town or Parish Council be given the 
opportunity to verify that the data published concerning them is correct. 

 
Recommendation 2 

 That the Executive decision to discontinue street cleansing grants to Local 
Councils from 1 April 2011 be endorsed. 

 
 Recommendation 3 
 That the Executive decision to replace the grants system with Place Based 

Service Standards be endorsed. 
 
 Recommendation 4 
 That the Executive ensure clear Place Based Service Standards are in place 

for all services and clearly communicated. 
 
 Recommendation 5 
 That the Executive look at the feasibility of introducing a differential council tax 

rate for non-parished areas which would allow such areas to also receive 
enhanced or addition services to those set out in Service Standards where the 
communities served are seen to require or request them in a democratically 
accountable fashion. 
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 Recommendation 6 
 That the Executive identify options for developing a “credits approach” which 

would allow Local Councils to ensure flexible local service provision in 
accordance with local priorities. 

 
 Recommendation 7 
 That the Executive support the Cheshire Association of Local Councils in its 

work 
• to promote the democratic role of Local Councils; and 
• to ask ChALC to: 

• formulate flexible proposals to ensure the maximum accreditation of 
local councils under the “Quality Status” banner swiftly;  and 

• draw up proposals to ensure that all local councils are represented by 
ChALC 

 
 and that the Executive consider with ChALC how the services of a fully 

qualified clerk could be made available for all local Councils at reasonable 
cost. 

 
 Recommendation 8 
 That the Executive initiate a borough-wide Community Governance Review 

ideally at the same time as, or ahead of, reviewing the Area Working 
arrangements. The Committee asks the Executive to note its view that 
representation of the larger parishes or groups of parishes above a certain 
threshold on Area Partnership Boards should be automatic providing 
representation for the smaller communities is also maintained. 

 
 Recommendation 9 
 That the Executive review its current support arrangements for Local Councils 

with a view to 
• Supporting democracy by providing incentives to undertake elections 

where there is buy in from local councils to improving their accountability to 
their electorate 

• Opening up Cheshire West and Chester training opportunities to local 
councillors by, for example, recording the training provided to Cheshire 
West and Chester Councillors and making it available on line for all Local 
Councillors and encouraging them to take part 

• Consider more user friendly means of communicating with Local Councils - 
such as the use of video to explain consultations - and also to consider 
establishing a “consultation calendar” so that local councils have notice of 
what and when they are likely to be consulted about and their timetable for 
replies. 

• Look at the way planning applications are consulted on with a view to 
supporting local councils respond in a timely and quality manner 

 
 Recommendation 10 
 That the Executive implement those suggestions for support that do not 

require additional input from Local Council as soon as possible and publicise 
their availability. 
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 Recommendation 11 
 That the Executive work with ChALC to identify how those support products 

that would require financial or other commitment from Local Councils can be 
best taken forward. (It may be that the employment of a peripatetic clerk 
detailed in recommendation 10 above would assist in this matter.) 

 
 Recommendation 12 
 That all Local Councils in Cheshire West and Chester identify opportunities for 

joint working to achieve savings for local residents. 
 
 Recommendation 13 
 That the Executive and ChALC work together to re-invigorate the Parish Plan 

process to ensure Local Council are at the heart of development and delivery 
of the plan. The Committee consider that this should be the foundation for the 
furtherance of locality working throughout the borough.” 

 
 Councillor B Kerr made reference to Recommendation 2 which he most 

certainly did not endorse and volunteered to prepare a draft response for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Council scheduled for Monday, 10 
January 2010. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) Councillor B Kerr’s offer to prepare a draft response be accepted; and 
 
(2) the draft response at (1) above be circulated with the agenda for the next 

meeting so that Members have time to consider it in detail before the next 
Council meeting. 

 
265. GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK DEVELOPMENT 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported that she had taken the locks off the gates 

because of the freezing weather conditions. 
 
 The Finance and General Purposes Committee had considered the Golden 

Jubilee Park Development at its last meeting on 18 November 2010.  In 
particular, it had looked at the car park drainage which was inadequate and 
resolved:  

 
 “That Council be RECOMMENDED to wait until the spring to take positive 

action to address the drainage problem in the car park.”  (Minute No. 45/2010 
refers.) 
 

 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee as 

set out above be agreed. 
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266. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
 Councillor WI Humphrey reported that the Youth Club had reopened following 

extensive renovations.  All of the furniture had been renewed; there was a new 
table tennis table and new blinds.  The carpet had been lifted and the wooden 
floor had been sanded and resealed.  The three leaders were very pleased 
with the outcome and Members were invited to visit and see the improvements 
at first hand. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
267. THE NEW SCHOOL AND THE FUTURE OF THE FORMER INFANT AND 

JUNIOR SCHOOLS 
 

(a) All Saints Primary School 
 
 It was reported that the lights in the car park kept coming on.  It was 

thought a fox was activating the sensor. 
 
(b) The Former Ridings Community Infant School Building 
 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Principal Property Manager, Richard 

Green had written to the Clerk on 1 December 2010 to inform her that he 
had now asked colleagues in both his Council’s Asset Strategy Team and 
its Area Working Team to commence an audit of third sector premises in 
Saughall. He anticipated that they would liaise directly with the Clerk to 
seek the Council's assistance to help complete the audit. 

 
 Mr Green was obligated to press on with the marketing of the site and 

anticipated this starting in the next week or so and running for some three 
months.  He needed to apply for 'Section 77' approval from the Secretary 
of State for Education. This related to the disposal of school playing fields 
or play areas (but not to any redevelopment - which would be subject to a 
separate consultation). 

 
 Cheshire West and Chester Council officers had offered the services of 

their Council’s LSP Director, Alison Armstrong to initiate a review of 
accommodation in Saughall for the third sector.  Members were keen for 
this to get underway and pursued as quickly as the sale of the former 
school building. 

 
 RESOLVED: That 
 
 (1) the reports be noted;  
 

(2) the Clerk be requested to write to the Secretary of State for Education 
objecting to the sale of the former school building on the grounds that it 
can be put to good community use; and 
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(3) the Clerk be requested to ask the LSP Director when she is going to 
carry out the review detailed above. 

 
(c) The “Church Hall”  
 
 There was no progress to report 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this item be not included on future Council agendas. 
 

 
268. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN SAUGHALL 
 
 The Finance and General Purposes Committee at its last meeting on 18 

November 2010 had been aware that Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) 
Council had recently completed a fully compliant external tender process 
whereby expressions of interest had been sought from interested developers 
and Housing Associations.  Written submissions in response to this tender 
request had been scored and assessed and two tenderers had presented their 
proposals to an invited selection of representatives from the Council. 

 
 Following the process outlined above, the successful and therefore appointed 

Housing Association for this scheme had been confirmed as Chester and 
District Housing Trust (CDHT). 

 
 The appointment of CDHT had meant that the next round of work could begin 

and progress.  Consequently, Members had met with Lesley Bassett from 
Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Housing Strategy and Enabling Team 
along with Dave Soothill and Holly Stiles from Chester District Housing Trust 
(CDHT) to discuss a proposal on how to take the Lodge Lane scheme 
forward, including proposals on how the Parish Council could assist with this. 

 
 The following action plan had been proposed: 
 

• Consideration is given to the establishment of a Parish Council Working 
Group to initially work with CDHT officers to help shape and inform the 
physical and technical elements within the scheme. 

 Subject to agreement and availability this Working Group to meet as soon 
as possible – meetings to be arranged and facilitated by CDHT/ CWAC 
Council 

 
• Feedback and comment from the Parish Council Working Group to be 

reported back through CDHT officers to the next available full Parish 
Council meeting 

 
• Proposals to be tabled by CDHT and discussed/informed/agreed by the 

Parish Council for the wider Consultation Plan for Saughall residents 
together with other associated project milestones 
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 The above proposals were acceptable and provided Members with sufficient 
comfort that this project would progress with the full involvement of the Parish 
Council and residents in Saughall. 

 
 Consequently, the Committee had resolved: 
 
 “That Council be RECOMMENDED to establish a Parish Council Working 

Group of four Members to support CDHT in refining its plans and proposals for 
this scheme.” 

 
 (Minute No. 48/2010 refers.) 
 
 It was noted that arrangements were in hand to hold a meeting of the Working 

Group and CDHT had offered various dates and times for the purpose. 
 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the report be received; 
 
(2) Councillors WI Humphrey, B Kerr, JE Storrar, A Warrington and JM Young 

be requested to represent the Council on this Working Group;  and 
 
(3) the first meeting of the Working Group be held at 10:00am on Friday, 17 

December 2010 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters.  
 
269. HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

(a) Parked Cars on Pavements 
 
 Cars continued to be parked on pavements in Hermitage Road, Seahill 

Road and Darlington Crescent.  This problem would be raised with PCSO 
Leason. 

 
(b) Speeding Traffic and the Proposal for Saughall to be designated a 

Community Speed Watch Area 
 
 The Council was keen for Saughall to become a Community Speed Watch 

Area.  Councillor RA Storrar informed that the PCSO would help with this 
initiative as would Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Community 
Wardens. 

 
(c) Pot Holes 
 
 It was noted that the large pot holes on the junction of Church Road and 

Saughall Hey had been repaired following representations by the Clerk 
after the last Council meeting on 1 November 2010. 

 
(d) Bus Stop Opposite Aspen Grove on Hermitage Road 
 
 This bus stop was considered dangerous and had been put on Cheshire’s 

Integrated Transport Service’s list for urgent improvements. 
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 Concerns were raised that some bus drivers were not stopping to drop off 
passengers at bus stops on Hermitage Road.  They were being told they 
were pick up stops not drop off stops.  Councillor B Kerr agreed to 
investigate this problem and report back to the next meeting. 

 
(e) Bus Shelter on the Parkgate Road – Roof Repairs 
 
 Only one quotation to repair the bus stop had been received others would 

continue to be sought. 
 
(f) Hedge on Hermitage Road/Aspen Grove 
 
 Brambles were still encroaching onto the footpath and pedestrians had to 

step out into the road to avoid them. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That this problem be brought to the attention of the Area Engineer. 
 
(g) Church Road Pathway – Uneven Surface 
 
 It was reported that this problem had now been addressed. 
 
(h) Kingswood Lane – Proposed Traffic Prevention Order 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that this was being progressed by Cheshire 

West and Chester Council. 
 
(i) Speed Limits on the A540 
 
 The Council had two serious concerns in relation to the A540.  These were 

the junction with Long Lane and the poor lighting beyond the Wheatsheaf 
Public House where there is not a footpath. 

 
(j) Illegal Parking in Aldersey Close and the request for double yellow lines to 

be put down on the approach to the highway (5 metres each side). 
 
 Councillor RA Storrar reported that, without the co-operation of the people 

of Aldersey Close, the request for double yellow lines to be put down on 
the approach to the highway could not be taken further. 

 
(k) The Towers, Church Road 
 
 The drains were blocked again.  Councillor A Warrington agreed to take 

this problem up with Welsh Water. 
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270. THE REDEVELOPMENT OF WAIN HOUSE  
 
 The Wain House re-development was a little behind schedule because of the 

recent inclement weather.  Plans were being made to employ a full time 
watchman to prevent building materials from being stolen. 

 
 The developer, Seddons had held a coffee morning on Friday, 3 December 

2010 but it had been poorly attended. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received. 
 
271. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS CELEBRATION – 2 DECEMBER 2010 
 
 The Council received a report on the Christmas Lights Celebration.  It had 

been a successful event which had gone to plan. 
 
 RESOLVED: That  
 

(1) the report be received; and 
 
(2) the Council will fund the necessary alteration made to the banner and the 

Christmas Tree. 
 
272. VERNON INSTITUTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (VIMC) 
 

(a) Vernon Institute Building 
 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young reported on the plans to replace the heating 

system with three separate ones which would allow the caretaker to isolate 
areas within the Vernon Institute building.  This work would go ahead with 
or without the WREN grant.  The VIMC would find out on 23 December 
2010 whether or not it had been successful with its WREN funding 
application.   

 
 The gully was being replaced between the Library and the Main Hall and 

the Library roof was to be the next big project. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the report be received and the Council will contribute £1,500 to the 

cost of the new heating system in due course. 
 
(b) War Graves and the Roll of Honour 
 
 Councillor B Kerr reported that the names of two soldiers (Corporal JA 

Benson and Private Ralph Moroney) who had died in November 1918 and 
were buried in war graves in the Methodist Church Yard, did not appear on 
the Roll of Honour.  It was considered that they should be on the Roll but 
had been missed off. 
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 RESOLVED: That 
 

(1) the Clerk draw this omission to the attention of the Royal British Legion; 
and 

 
(2) the Council bear the cost of adding the two soldier’s names to the Roll 

of Honour in due course. 
 
273. ODD JOBS 
 
 The Council had no odd jobs at the current time. 
 
274. ACCOUNTS 
 

(a) Honoraria 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That an honorarium of £175 be paid to Mrs M Abrams to share with the 

ladies who helped in the Library and the gentleman who winds the Vernon 
Institute (VI) Clock, in appreciation of the work done to help the local 
community. 

 
(b) Payments made since the meeting of the Council held on 1 November 

2010: 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the following payments be approved: 
 
 Financial Year 2010/2011 £ Cheque No 
 Hobbs Wildlife Services (Mole Extermination) 85.00 102437 
 Just a Mow 395.00 102438 
 (Cut all areas and selective weed killer) 
 Mrs JM Young 27.63 102439 
 (Refreshments for Remembrance Sunday) 
 NWN Media (Newsletter Distribution) 38.38 102440 
 Wirral Borough Council 69.22 102441 
 (Photocopying and post) 
 Saughall Uniform Groups (Newsletter Distribution) 20.00 102442 
 Wirral Borough Council 77.54 102443 
 (Photocopying and post) 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Expenses) 36.00 102444 
 Mrs S Hudspeth (Salary) 475.13 102445 
 Oaktree Nurseries (Christmas tree) 85.00 102446 
 Mr R Hipkiss (Litter Picking) 1007.67 102447 
 D and J Gardening Services (Using drain rods) 50.00 102448 
 Mrs M Abrams  
 (Honoraria – Library and clock winding – to be shared)175.00 102449 
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(c) Receipts 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the following receipts be noted: £ 
 
 Mollington Parish Council for one Member’s Planning training. 10.00 
 Lea-by-Backford Parish Council for one Member’s Planning  10.00 
 Training. 
 The Uniform Groups for their ground rent.    40.00 
 
(d) Cash to Bank Reconciliation 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the contents be noted. 
 

275. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS OF OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

(a) Members’ attendance was agreed in respect of the following outside body 
meetings: 

 
• Mickle Trafford Community Forum at 6:30pm on 16 February 2011 in 

the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 
 Issues relevant to Saughall were requested for the agenda.  Gritting 

and the dangerous junction of the A540 and Long Lane had been put 
forward.  Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team had agreed to 
take a stand at this event and it was hoped that the Vernon Institute 
Management Committee might do the same. 

 
(b) Reports from Members on proceedings at outside body meetings: 
 

• Cheshire Association of Local Councils PCSO meeting at 7:00pm on 
Tuesday, 16 November 2010 at the Police Headquarters, Winsford.  

 Members received a copy of the Minutes.  Councillors A Warrington 
and WI Humphrey attended this meeting to represent the Council.  
Superintendent Stuart Marsden had also attended.  It was an 
illuminating meeting.  Concerns were raised over whether PCSOs were 
being misused.  It was thought that crimes such as drive offs should not 
come under PCSO’s responsibilities.  A decision was expected from the 
Home Office later this month regarding funding for PCSOs.  PCSOs did 
a good job in Cheshire as a whole and the Constabulary wanted to 
keep them.  It also wanted to realign the responsibilities of PCSOs and 
Special Constables. 

• Special Chester Area Meeting to discuss relationships between the 
Area Meeting and appropriate Cheshire West and Chester Community 
Forums, on Thursday, 2 December 2010 at 7:30pm in HQ, Chester. 

 Councillor B Kerr reported that this meeting had been postponed due to 
inclement weather. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the reports be received. 

 
276. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
 

• An email was considered from Herbert Moore dated 18 November 2010 
expressing thanks and appreciation in respect of the Remembrance 
Sunday Service organised by the Council following the complaint he made 
the previous year.  The Council agreed to make similar arrangements for 
this annual event in future years. 

 
277. CIRCULARS 
 

• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s 2010 Annual Report 
• Cheshire Association of Local Council’s 2011 Training Days 


